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January 2016
Dear Parents,

Firstly we would like to wish you a Happy New year and thank you for all your kind gifts and cards.

Welcome back after the break. Also welcome to the new children who joined us this month. The children are all settling really well, gaining confidence day by day. 

We are looking forward to lots of exciting activities we have proposed for the spring term and summer term.

These are the areas of interest topics we have planned, which are based on suggestions from the children, their interest and the seven areas of learning:
04/01   Fine motor skills

11/01   Snow/animals in snow

18/01   Music/rhythm/instruments

25/01   Maths and number week [Shape, 

            space, measure] 

01/02   My house, safety at home

08/02   Chinese New Year [Monkey] /

            Pancake Day/ Valentines Day
15 Feb to 19 Feb HALF TERM
22/02   Planting/growing week/Science Week
           [Based on the story ‘The Very Hungry
          Caterpillar’]

29/02  Mother’s week/flowers/Spring Walk

07/03  Spring animals at the farm

14/03  Easter/Passover/ St. Patrick’s  Day.
           Red Nose Day [13/03]
21/03  Easter/Passover/ Holi spring festival

24/03  Last day of the Spring term
Owl Room
Welcome back to all our children.  We will continue to prepare activities centred on the seven areas of learning in a fun and stimulating enviroment.
After the half term, we will be starting our Library. The children can borrow a book to take home each week or even daily to develop their communication skills and literacy. We encourage you to read with your child (which you probably do already!) at home and take a photo of you reading to gather for our display board.
Transition document
If your child is starting ‘big school’ in September, your child’s key person will prepare a transition document which will be sent home for you to read, comment and sign. Then return it to the nursery for us to make a copy for the Learning Journal and one to send off to your child’s Primary School. This will happen after the Easter break. 

Robin Room

Welcome back to our children and a very warm welcome to our new children. 

We are very proud of our children who have come back with little or no tears!

Just a reminder to ensure children’s coats, scarves, gloves and other belongings are clearly labelled. 

Please feel free to speak to your keyworker if you have any ideas or thoughts you would like to share regarding your child.

Read-Write-Inc. session

We have a teacher Anka at Jigsaw who is continuing to working with all the children in small groups.
Research has shown that if we want children to be readers, first of all they must experience sounds. We will be implementing fun and interactive activities with the children to develop their listening and communication skills, providing a language rich environment – stories, rhymes, music and fun interactive activities with adult support.
We use the guidelines in The Early Years Foundation Stage Letters and Sounds and support it using the Read, Write Inc Scheme. Some of the sounds and letters we will be introducing this term are: ,o,c,k,u,b,f,e,l,h,sh,r. 
To teach these sounds children have the opportunity to explore the Read, Write, Inc materials in a fun and stimulating environment. The teacher shows them a picture sound card saying the sound of the word from the card. The children repeat the sound using fun mirrors to look at their facial expression .For example:- mmmmm (keep lips pressed together).

To practice writing the letter in small case, the children run their fingers on sand paper letters using their touch and feel senses, which helps them to memorise the shape of the letter.

Some of the ways in which the children practice at Jigsaw are by air-writing, writing on paper, black/white boards, and on other sensory materials in trays. To write ‘a’, they look at the Read, Write, Inc apple picture and poem and writes following “round the apple and down the leaf”.

To blend the sounds for early reading Anka uses Fred Talk. Children are also encouraged to have a correct posture at the table when writing and they are shown the correct pencil grip using chalk, chunky crayons, pencils and other writing equipment.

 All children at Jigsaw Nursery participate in Read, Write Inc sessions and Number keywork every week and take part in fun age/stage appropriate activities. The children are constantly praised throughout their learning. 

Read, Write, Inc materials can be purchased from their website.
French
Angela will now be teaching French to all our children in interactive small group sessions on a weekly basis.  Through differentiated activities the children will learn in areas such as all about me, colours, numbers and songs.

Parent Rep. Gina Cummings has kindly agreed to continue as our parent representative and is happy to be contacted by email on gina@oksol.co.uk or her mobile 07768140224
Points to note:

The Blue book is used to inform you when your child’s nappy is changed or information relating to this subject.

The whiteboard in the entrance inform you of activities your child has participated in each day.

Please keep lunch boxes healthy (e.g. no chocolate, sweets or crisp) please, no nuts or eggs because of allergies.

We have recently handed you a paper with 4 ‘Wow’ bubbles for you to share your child’s achievements/ accomplishments at home. Please can you fill them every time your child accomplishes a task at home and hand them to the key person to be attached in your child’s learning journals.

Please remember to label all your child’s belongings.

Dates for your diary

29/02/16 Mother’s week/ Spring walk Volunteers needed please.

18/03/16  Red Nose Day

24/03/16  is Our last day and ‘Wear a hat day’ for brain tumour research for children- charity. Donations are welcome!

We start back on Monday 11th April  2016!!

Many Thanks for your ongoing support.          Manager – Agneta

[image: image3.jpg]


Owls team – Rina, Cristina, Angela, Zara and Sugi
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